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TOURISM — PERTH–INDIA DIRECT FLIGHTS 

Statement 

HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [9.52 pm]: Having planned most of my life, I realise now that 
I have approximately only 20 months left to run in this four-year contract. No matter what I do after the next 
election—hopefully I will be re-elected, because I will be fighting very hard for that—everything will pale sadly 
after this wonderful privilege and honoured position of being a member of the Legislative Council in 
Western Australia. I started thinking about what I might do and, after looking at various things, I came up with 
tourism. I thought that would be a really good thing. I googled “tourism” on my computer and the first thing that 
came up was the Minister for Tourism. I thought, “Gee, this is really interesting.” Along with his name, the name 
James Carmody came up, an ABC online news reporter who quoted Minister Papalia saying — 

“We’ve got to be very clever and targeted and focused on trying to drive visitors to Western Australia 
as their first point of entry rather than to the eastern states, because very seldom will they go to both 
sides,” … 

Rather than “drive”, I probably would have used the words “encouraged” or “welcomed”. The report continued — 

Mr Papalia said the international tourism marketing effort had been boosted by locking in direct flights 
from Perth to London and the launching of All Nippon Airways flights from Perth to Tokyo from 
September. 

He said establishing direct flights from Perth to Shanghai and cities within India were next on the list. 

That was back in January. I thought: how could I assist Minister Papalia to bring more tourists to Western Australia 
from India? I googled “India” and found out that India is 3.3 million square kilometres in size, compared with 
Western Australia, which is only 2.6 million square kilometres in size. The biggest thing was that Western Australia 
has only two and a half million people, whereas India is rocketing towards 1.4 billion people. Out of those 
1.4 billion people, 200 million enjoy a lifestyle very similar to our own, and around 358 000 of them came to 
Australia, which is 18 per cent of Australia’s total tourism numbers. I do not know how many of those Indian 
tourists came to Western Australia, but the number is definitely suppressed due to the lack of direct flights from 
India to Perth. I understand that travellers coming from Mumbai or Delhi have to travel through Changi Airport in 
Singapore and they hang around for hours to get a connecting flight. 

In January, Minister Papalia flagged there would be direct flights from India to Perth. The time for action is 
overdue. I understand that he is a very busy man. I know that, because on 10 June I sent him an email on an 
unrelated issue, but he has been so busy that he has not even acknowledged my email; that is why I know he is 
very busy. 

I suggest that he pick out three of his best staffers. He should instruct the first one to start phoning around airlines 
to find out which airlines would be interested in flying direct from India to Perth. They could phone up Qantas, 
Virgin Australia Airlines, British Airways or even Air India. The second staffer should start phoning travel 
agencies and tell them that there will be a big campaign in India to encourage tourists to come to Perth and to 
knock up packages to offer to people. It could be a package so that when they arrive in Perth, they go up to 
Monkey Mia for two half days and one night, or down to Margaret River for two days and one night, making 
sure that they get to the jetty at Busselton to look at the fish tank. It is incredible to be in the aquarium looking 
out! It is fantastic. His third staffer should talk to immigration so we can loosen the rules for visas Indian people 
require to come to Perth. It could be something such as every Indian tourist over the age of 50 automatically getting 
a two-month visa and, provided they buy a non-refundable return ticket, they can come here and enjoy themselves 
for as long as they want. We obviously do not want people coming here and morphing into foreign workers who 
take jobs away from citizens in Australia. 

With direct flights from India to Western Australia, I believe we will be able to win for Western Australia alone 
a 50 per cent increase in the number of tourists from India. That would mean an extra 179 000 tourists for 
Western Australia every year, which would represent an increase of 30 per cent in our international tourist numbers 
from the current figure, which is around 595 000. According to the Australian tourism statistics, each international 
tourist spends around $2 316 in Western Australia. That is an extra $414 million that would come into this state 
every single year for our restaurants, cafes and tourist shops. Most important of all are the jobs that would be 
created by this increase in tourism. 
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